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Target seed numbers in October of around 
350 seeds/m2 could easily need to be 
increased to 400–450 seeds/m2 in 
November and possibly even 
higher if seedbed conditions 
deteriorate and/or further delays occur. At the same  
thousand grain weight this would require around 25% more 
seed in kg/ha. If seed stocks are finite, consider drilling a 
smaller area rather than ‘stretching’ the seed or, if feasible, 
look to home-saving seed to maintain seed numbers.

One positive effect of later drilling is that more grass weeds 
should have ‘flushed’. Even in the rush to grab every drilling 
opportunity it is essential to remove them, preferably with 
a robust application of glyphosate, before the drill goes in. 
This will considerably lower the competitive burden on later 
emerging crops.

It will also be necessary to consider post-drilling herbicide 
options. The key herbicides for grass weed control are pre-
emergence residual products. Their activity and efficacy will 
be compromised in poor, cloddy seedbeds. Crop damage 
can also result if seeds don’t have an adequate depth of soil 
covering. Post-emergent and/or contact herbicide options  
are limited and prone to resistance issues. Unless final 
seedbeds can be rolled, or otherwise left in a condition 
suitable for residual herbicides, drilling should be delayed,  
or switched to spring cropping, in fields where grass weeds 
are a major problem.

Later drilled and emerging crops will be at increased risk of 
slug attack under current conditions. This will be exacerbated 
in poor and unconsolidated seedbeds. Persistence of pellets in 
wet conditions varies widely, depending on formulation. A less 
expensive, but poorer quality/less persistent pellet could end 
up being very costly if slug control is compromised.

As aphid migration usually tails off into November later-sown 
crops should be at much lower risk of BYDV infection.  
Mild conditions in late autumn and winter can still permit  
virus transmission. Predictions of the final BYDV risk and  
any spray requirement is available from your ProCam 
agronomist or the AHDB BYDV Management Tool at:  
https://ahdb.org.uk/BYDV

MID-AUTUMN POINTERS
Rainfall in October may well have frustrated and 

interrupted drilling plans. Attention to detail is 

needed for later drilling dates to avoid loss of  

crop potential.
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In response to last autumn’s difficulties many have drilled 
earlier this year. However, wet conditions in October will have 
interrupted some plans and drilling will inevitably continue 
into November, and in potentially deteriorating conditions for 
optimum crop establishment.

Seed vigour may well be reduced as drilling extends into 
November. Establishment typically falls to around 50% 
compared with 70% for crops sown in early October.  
There have also been reported issues of reduced vigour 
where over-yeared seed, retained from 2019 has been used. 
Whatever the seed source, a check on the germination 
capacity may well be worthwhile for later-sown crops.

Inevitably, November sown wheat is slower to emerge as 
temperatures begin to drop. As a guide, wheat crops  
typically emerge in about 15 days in October, compared with 
around 26 days in November. Consequently, later-emerging 
crops have less time to produce leaves on the main stem  
(and subsequent tillers) before stem extension starts in  
the spring. If drilling is delayed by a month, It is estimated  
that an extra 50 plants/m2 are required to compensate for  
this reduced tillering capacity. Factor in reduced establishment 
as well, and a considerable increase in seed rates may be 
needed to maintain yield potential.

https://ahdb.org.uk/BYDV
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Following on from weed control in cereals, one of the next 
agronomic challenges is to optimise the grass weed control in 
the ‘break’ crops e.g. oilseed rape and winter beans.

At this time of year the focus is mainly on optimising the 
performance of the residual herbicides based on propyzamide 
and carbetamide in these crops. Soil temperature and moisture 
are critical to getting the best from these residual herbicides. 
Soil moisture is needed to distribute residual herbicides evenly 
into the top 5cm or weed germination zone of the soil.  
Soil temperatures must be cooling; around 10°C at 30cm and 
falling. At these temperatures the half-life of propyzamide is 
100 days but at 15°C this is reduced to 60 days. So, in cooler 
soils the herbicide lasts longer, providing greater activity 
on germinating weeds. To help optimise propyzamide 
performance Corteva Agriscience has an online tool to guide 
the decision on herbicide timing: https://www.corteva.co.uk/
tools-and-advice/kerb-weather-data.html

Based on your individual postcode the tool will provide  
a simple ‘traffic light guide’ for the optimum application  
timing. Obviously, this guidance has to be assessed  
along with prevailing weather conditions to finalise the 
application window.

Where oilseed rape crops have established well with large  
leaf canopies the addition of organo-silicone adjuvants  
e.g. Dynetic, may help the herbicide move through the  
crop canopy and improve distribution on the soil. 

N.B. This type of adjuvant should only be considered  
with ‘straight’ propyzamide options and NOT the  
aminopyralid/propyzamide formulations.

Although soil moisture is important for herbicide activity,  
soils must not be saturated or waterlogged. Care must be 
taken to avoid any risk of contamination to water, all aspects  
of good water stewardship must be followed. In particular  
do not apply to soils where drains are running nor when  
rainfall is forecast within 48 hours. Propyzamide and 
carbetamide may be applied in frosty conditions, but avoid 
applications to frozen ground as subsequent rainfall could 
cause surface run-off into adjacent watercourses.

N.B. While most of the application criteria for oilseed rape 
will apply to applications of propyzamide and carbetamide 
in winter beans, propyzamide must be applied pre-crop 
emergence and within 7 days of drilling the winter bean crop.

Phoma leaf spot risk in oilseed rape is now rated as ‘high’ with 

the rainfall infection criteria easily exceeded across the UK. 

Leaf spot symptoms are being found in crops, especially those 

sown in early to mid-August although few have yet to reach 

the established spray threshold of 10–20% plants infected. 

Fungicides need to be applied as soon as threshold levels are 

reached. Later sown, smaller crops are at very high risk as the 

fungal mycelium can more easily move down the leaf petiole 

into the stem. For these crops the lower, 10% threshold is the 

key spray timing.

The other autumn disease threat to oilseed rape comes from 

Light Leaf Spot (LLS) and typically November is the key timing 

for effective fungicide intervention. The preliminary autumn 

forecast for LLS risk from 

AHDB was published towards 

the end of October. This 

shows, as illustrated right,  

the typical, contrasting 

disease risk potential across 

the UK. Overall, the LLS risk 

is the lowest it has been for 

several years. This is largely 

due to the low level of LLS 

found on pods at the end  

of last season.

The regional forecasts 

highlight the proportion of 

oilseed rape crops predicted 

to have more than 25% of 

plants affected by the disease 

by the spring. The LLS forecast will be updated then to reflect 

changes in risk caused by any deviation in actual winter rainfall 

data from the 30-year mean.

These forecasts should only be used as a guide to potential 

disease risk. Regular monitoring on a field-by-field basis will  

be necessary to assess local variation to the general outlook.  

To confirm infection, leaf samples should be placed in plastic 

bags and incubated at 10–15°C for up to 5 days to bring  

out symptoms.

Increased tolerance of LLS to azole fungicides has been 

identified. Using products from different action groups is 

recommended, even where LLS is not the main target.

Your ProCam agronomist will be able to advise on the 

appropriate, integrated fungicide strategy for your individual 

crops and varieties.
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