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root mass and length. ProCam’s own trial 
work has shown over several years that 
these products can significantly 
improve root growth. The 
example in the picture below 
shows the extra root growth on a winter wheat plant 3 
weeks after treatment with a Biostimulant at the 4 leaf/early 
tillering stage. These products will also increase shoot growth, 
typically by increasing tiller numbers.

The role of plant growth 
regulators (PGRs) in 
promoting early growth 
is also well established. 
Anti-gibberellin products, 
by suppressing the growth 
of the main or apical tiller 
can promote root and 
shoot growth. Work at the 
Letcombe laboratory as 
long ago as the early ‘80s demonstrated a 20% increase in 
rooting when chlormequat was applied at the mid-tillering 
timing. From GS30 the prohexadione/trinexapac options e.g. 
Medax Max can be applied with similar, well proven benefits to 
promoting root and shoot growth.

Obviously, there will also be a large emphasis on spring 
cropping this season, with crops probably sown beyond the 
‘optimum’ timing and possibly into cold, wet soils. Getting 
these crops growing quickly and developing a robust root 
system will be critical to ensure they are capable of coping if/
when soils dry later in the spring/summer. These crops will 
benefit from Biostimulants combined with nutrient, ideally 
applied around the 3 leaf stage.

As an aside, recent ProCam trials with spring barley showed 
applications of a Biostimulant/nutrient mix, by boosting plant 
health, produced a significant reduction in Ramularia leaf 
damage. A potentially valuable contribution with the loss of 
chlorothalonil from the fungicide armoury.

This year, probably more than any other in recent years, 
there is a clear role for early intervention with Biostimulants, 
Nutrients and PGRs. With potentially a busy time and 
pressure on spray windows it will be critical to ensure product 
compatibility. Your ProCam agronomist will have all the 
information to select the right treatment combinations to 
realise your crops’ potential this spring.

MARCH MONITOR
Extreme rainfall levels for many months means 

the focus for March has to be on stimulating 

crops in saturated soils to recuperate and 

optimise yield potential.
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As ever in farming, no two years are the same. The current 
cropping scenario in 2020 could hardly be more different to 
the benign conditions at the equivalent time in 2019.

Winter cereals, where sown, have suffered their roots 
languishing for long periods in saturated, even waterlogged, 
soils. This has been exacerbated by the fact that many cereal 
crops were late sown, often into less than ideal soil conditions. 
Even if soil structure is good these crops will be time limited to 
grow roots down to the typical, 1.5 -2m depths of earlier sown 
wheat crops.

Clearly, root development will have been compromised in 
most crops, despite the largely clement winter temperatures, 
and will need boosting to ensure crops are capable of 
 functioning effectively 

 and efficiently through the 
 main growing period. There is  
 increasingly good and  
 reliable evidence that early  

 intervention with  
 Biostimulants, either alone  
 or in formulation with  
 nutrients can improve crop 
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As ever at the start of March, wheat crops are displaying a 

wide range of growth stages. However, the difficult autumn 

and winter establishment period has ensured a higher 

proportion of late sown, ‘backward’ crops than usual. Thoughts 

may be leaning towards reducing fungicide inputs, even 

cutting out applications altogether at T0 or T1. This could be a 

false economy.

Results from ProCam’s 4Cast system, assessing trends over 

many years, indicates that later sown crops are quite capable 

of producing above average yields and very profitable 

margins. The results also show that maintaining up to four 

fungicide applications to cover the key growth stages from 

T0 to T3 produces more consistent and reliable performance, 

irrespective of drill date. The key message is that while there 

may be scope for economies with product choice and dose 

rates, maintaining disease protection and keeping spray 

intervals tight through the main growing season consistently 

produces the best results, even on later sown crops.

The mild and wet conditions will have encouraged Septoria 

to develop and it is easily found on lower leaves in September 

and October sown crops. Later sown crops will be inherently at 

lower risk from Septoria but will still need a level of protection 

during the season.

Yellow rust is the most likely threat to later sown crops. 

Growing quickly to ‘catch up’ in the spring they are often more 

vulnerable to yellow rust than crops established earlier. The 

same typically applies to mildew. Again, in the current mild, 

unsettled conditions yellow rust is already established in many 

crops and across a wide range of varieties. Action will need to 

be taken at ‘T0’ to keep on top of the disease and prevent the 

need for ‘fire engine’ applications later in the season. Triazole 

fungicides, even some of the older options, e.g. flutriafol are 

still very effective against rust and could be the building blocks 

for an effective fungicide programme.

The clear message for disease control this season is that there 

is no simple fungicide prescription for all crops. Disease control 

programmes will need to be specifically tailored to the field 

level to ensure the best and most cost effective solution for 

optimal crop performance.

Your ProCam agronomist will have details of the key fungicide 

options to guide you on the appropriate input programme for 

your individual crops and varieties.

With the current emphasis on soil management and health, 

combined with the current fragile state of many arable soils, 

two new publications from AHDB could not be more timely.

The Principles of Soil Management guide lays down 

management foundations for any soil based system. It explores 

what makes a healthy soil, including the intricate relationships 

between physical, chemical and biological soil components.

Arable Soil Management: Cultivation and Crop Establishment 

publication focuses specifically on cereal, oilseed rape and 

potato production, highlighting the factors that influence the 

need to cultivate or restructure soils.

To access both publications visit: ahdb.org.uk/greatsoils

A difficult cropping season can encourage a focus on ensuring 

all areas of the farm are pulling their weight. Every farm has 

less productive areas. Placing stewardship options on these 

land parcels mean they can contribute a reliable source of 

income while allowing more focus on optimising performance 

on the more productive parts.

The 2020 Countryside Stewardship Scheme application 

window opened on 11th February. Mid Tier will remain open 

for applications until 31st July. This includes the four simplified 

Wildlife Offers, and Capital Only grants for improving water 

quality. Hedgerows and Boundaries grants are also available 

again this year, with an earlier closing date for applications of 

1st May.

The deadline to request an application pack for Mid Tier is 31st 

May for applications made by phone or email, or 30th June for 

applications made online.

With regard to the future, the RPA have provided new 

information on the transition from Countryside Stewardship to 

the Environmental Land Management (ELM) scheme, which 

will be in place from 2024. When the ELM scheme comes into 

place, Countryside Stewardship Scheme holders will be able to 

apply for ELM. Successful applicants to ELM will be allowed to 

terminate their Countryside Stewardship agreements, without 

penalty, to join the ELM scheme.
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