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AHDB late sown wheat variety trials in 
2016–18 also showed that drilling into 
mid-December could still produce 
a good level of yield and that 
there was no advantage in 
switching to spring varieties at these dates. More limited data 
on January sowing dates showed a significant drop in yields, 
but winter varieties were still outperforming their spring 
counterparts at these dates.

Winter varieties, of course, require vernalisation, to allow them 
to produce ears. Vernalisation is a complicated combination  
of day length and cool temperatures in the 0–12°C range.  
It varies between varieties and with seasonal conditions.  
A starting point for guidance on varieties suitable for late 
sowing is the AHDB Recommended Lists. While these data 
are guides only and have a reasonable ‘safety margin’ drilling 
much after the Latest Safe Sowing Date carries an increasing 
risk of incomplete vernalisation and crop failure.

As drilling dates get later and inevitably seed is sown into 
poorer seedbed conditions, the percentage establishment 
and the time available for the plants to tiller reduces. Target 
plant populations will need to be around 275–00/m2 but with 
establishment possibly as low as 50%, a considerable increase 
in seed numbers is needed. A suggestion is that seed numbers 
are increased by 10/m2 for every week’s delay in drilling after 
early October. This could equate to seed rates of 500+/
m2 depending on thousand grain weight etc. for these late 
sown crops. If seed quantity is finite it may be better to focus 
on drilling a higher seed rate on a smaller area e.g. leaving 
headlands undrilled, to aim for optimum plant populations.

Your ProCam Agronomist will have more detailed information 
to discuss current and spring cropping options appropriate to 
suit your individual farm situation.

EARLY WINTER POINTERS
Wet weather has brought autumn fieldwork to a 

stop, forcing a complete re-think of cropping plans. 

However, there might still be time to successfully  

use on farm seed.
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A generally wet October and November with record autumn 
rainfall in many parts of the UK has impacted severely on 
cereal drilling. Large areas remain unsown and with soils 
now sodden, prospects for completing the planned autumn 
plantings are limited. Some drilling ‘on the frost’ may be 
possible if and when temperatures cool. In many cases a 
switch to spring cropping is now being contemplated.

However, cost and availability of spring cereal options may 
mean it is more economic to persist with wheat seed already 
purchased. The inherent higher yield potential of most 
current wheat varieties mean they will out yield their spring 
counterparts, even when sown into the spring. An indication 
of the yield levels achievable can be seen in data from the 
ProCam 4Cast database.

The graph shows the variation in yield of all wheat varieties 
from 2000–18 as drilling dates go later into the autumn  
and winter. The data shows a wider variation in yield as drilling 
is delayed and obviously the number of fields in the later 
drilling categories is fewer than in the ‘conventional’  
months of September and October. However, the data does 
confirm that later sowings can still perform remarkably well.

Interaction of W Wheat Yield with Drill date 2000-18
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A total of 30 fi elds were surveyed in the AHDB Cereals 

& Oilseeds funded autumn 2019 survey of wheat bulb fl y 

incidence, 15 in eastern England and 15 in the north. Two fi elds 

in the east (after sugar beet) were found to be at very high 

risk (egg numbers >500/m2), one at high risk in the north 

(egg numbers between 250/m2 and 500/m2) and a total of 

four fi elds, two each in the north and east, were considered at 

moderate risk. These had egg numbers between 100/m2 and 

249/m2 and the remainder 23 fi elds (77%) were considered at 

low risk, containing egg numbers of less than 100/m2.

The average risk from the 2019 sampling is relatively low, 

but some high risk fi elds were found. The overall risk has 

been equal to or lower than this in 13 other years since 

monitoring began in 1984 and is well below the mean risk 

for all survey years.

Despite an overall low risk, late sown crops, if tiller 

development is slow, can still be susceptible. The lower 

threshold of 100 eggs/m2 is applicable for these crops. 

Insecticide control relies now on seed treatment. If damage 

is seen, early intervention with nutrition, rolling etc. can 

encourage tillering and crop recovery.

A quick reminder that, as in previous years, ProCam is 

running a series of Spray Operator Workshops across the UK 

throughout the autumn and winter 2019/20.

Attendance at one of these events will entitle you to claim 10 

NRoSO points. Invitations will have been sent out, but details 

of the workshops close to you will be available from your 

ProCam agronomist. Make sure you take advantage of this 

opportunity to keep your NRoSO membership up to date.

Payment levels under the 2019 BPS in England have been 

announced by the Rural Payments Agency and payments 

should start to be paid from 2nd December 2019. As was 

widely anticipated the payments are very similar to last year. 

As is well known now, the calculation of entitlement values 

is undertaken from scratch each year and the rate can vary 

depending on how many entitlements are claimed in each 

region. The table below shows the published rates, in euros 

and the estimated entitlement value in £/ha that will be paid. 

This is based on the 2019 conversion rate of ¤1 = £0.89092 

(£0.89281 in 2018). The net payments for 2019 assume an 

estimated rate for Financial Discipline – the RPA have yet to 

confi rm the actual rate. This deduction only applies to the 

element of a claim over ¤2000. Any changes should make 

little difference to the fi nal entitlement value. Payments should 

be expected to be received from Monday 2nd December 

(due to the 1st December falling on a Sunday). Now is a good 

time to double check entitlement statements to ensure any 

errors can be quickly spotted and corrected. The previous 

government had stated that the BPS would operate in 2020. 

While a new government could alter this commitment, it is 

assumed to be unlikely at this late stage in the season. As the 

2020 BPS will be solely UK funded, the focus will be on the 

calculation of entitlement values and fi nal payment rates.
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As this is the last newsletter of 2019, may we take this opportunity to wish you and your family a

VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

BPS ENTITLEMENT VALUES 2019

Gross Payments – €/ha Net BPS Payments – £/ha

2019 
Standard

2019 
Greening

2019
Total

2017 2018 2018

Lowland 182.70 78.69 261.39 227.76 228.14 229.54

SDA Non-Moor 181.34 78.11 259.45 225.70 226.66 227.84

Moorland 49.76 21.43 71.19 62.60 61.81 62.52

Source: RPA *converted at €=£0.89092,

Financial Discipline estimated at 1.43625%


