
EARLY WINTER POINTERS
Hopefully the main autumn fi eld work is nearly 
fi nished. Time to look forward to some seasonal 
festivities and make plans for spring 2018.

Technical Update
Dec ’17

The popularity of maize as a feedstock for anaerobic 

digestion (AD) plants and as a valuable nutrition source for 

livestock has encouraged a rapid increase in the area grown

across the UK in recent years. Whether the crop is being

grown to feed an AD plant or livestock the key objective is to

produce high yields of starch at the earliest possible maturity

date. Maize plants require heat to reach maturity and

maximise starch production. The quantity of heat varies with

variety from 2100 to 2800 Ontario heat units. In the variable

UK climate maintaining consistent yield performance and

maturity can be a challenge. ProCam have been working with

SAMCO for a number of years to develop and refi ne their 

technique for establishing maize under fi lm.

The SAMCO system is able to increase the number of heat 

units the crop receives by 300, helping to reduce the large 

variation of yield and quality that maize grown ‘in the open’ 

experiences from year to year. Using the SAMCO 3-in-1 

machine seed is sown, the soil sprayed with pre-emergence 

herbicide and a thin layer of 

biodegradable fi lm is laid over 

the seedbed. This fi lm protects 

the young maize plants from 

late frost, increases the soil temperature and helps to optimise 

the crop yield, quality and maturity date. The picture in the 

bottom left corner from a ProCam trial taken in June 2017 

demonstrates the improved early season growth from a 

variety planted under fi lm compared with the same variety 

sown conventionally.

It is not always appreciated that there are numerous types of

fi lm. These have different thicknesses, rates of degradability

and slot or pinhole numbers and pattern types. ProCam and

SAMCO are continually screening new types of fi lm to ensure

that the most appropriate fi lm is used to match the 

requirement of the maize growing situation. 

SAMCO Green is currently producing the highest yields when 

used in conjunction with top recommended varieties such as 

isanto and P8201. It is thought that fi lm technology is likely to 

have a greater effect on yields than variety choice in the near 

future. Planting maize under fi lm allows sowing dates to be 

brought forward. It also increases the 

dry matter yield and total energy

output of the crop. ProCam have the

experience from developing this

system alongside SAMCO and your

ProCam Agronomist will be pleased

to discuss with you how it could be

tailored to boost maize performance

on your farm.

SAMCO Green 28PH Outperforms grey 20PH Film in Trials

Fresh Weight
Yield T/Ha

Dry Matter
%

Dry Matter
Yield T/Ha

Starch % Starch into
Grain at 15%

moisture

ME

48.9

34.6

16.9

41

11.6 12.9

52.6

30.9

16.3

38

9.4 12.2

Green 29 PH

Grey 20 PH
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A total of 30 fields were surveyed in this year’s AHDB

Cereals & Oilseeds funded autumn survey of wheat bulb fly

incidence. None of these were considered to be at very high

risk (egg numbers >500/m2) or at high risk (egg numbers

between 250/m2 and 500/m2). A total of five fields (17%)

were considered at moderate risk, containing egg numbers

between 100/m2 and 249/m2 and 25 fields (83%) were

considered at low risk, containing egg numbers less than

100/m2. None of the fields sampled were above the 250

eggs/m2 threshold.

The overall risk from the 2017 sampling is  

the lowest recorded since monitoring  

began in 1984.

Average egg numbers in the north of England were 67/m2, 

which is higher than in the east of England where 55/m2

were recorded. Over all sites the highest risk was after

potatoes, with a mean of 99 eggs/m2. The next highest risk

was after onions, with 62 eggs/m2, although only one site

was sampled. Further details are available at:

https://cereals.ahdb.org.uk/press/2017/october/04/
lowestwheat-bulb-fly-risk-since-monitoring-began.aspx

    

A quick reminder that, as in previous years, ProCam is

running a series of Spray Operator Workshops across the

UK throughout the autumn and winter 2017/18.

Attendance at one of these events will entitle you to claim

10 NRoSO points. Invitations have been sent out but

details of the workshops close to you will also be available

from your ProCam Agronomist. Make sure you take

advantage of this opportunity to keep your NRoSO

membership up to date.

BPS
2017  

PaymenT RaTes

Payment levels under the 2017 BPS in England have been

announced by the Rural Payments Agency. The headline

figure is that the payment received this year will increase  

by around 7% compared with 2016.

As is well known now the calculation of entitlement values  

is undertaken from scratch each year and the rate can  

vary depending on how many entitlements are claimed  

in each region. 

Rates are slightly higher this year suggesting that fewer 

entitlements were claimed and the funds from them

have been ‘recycled’ into the remaining entitlements.  

The table above shows the published rates, in Euros and

the actual entitlement value in £/ha that will be paid This is

based on the 2017 conversion rate of €1 = £0.8947

(£0.85228 in 2016). The net payments for 2017 are shown

after deducting financial discipline at 1.388419% (slightly

higher than last year when it was 1.354%). The entitlement

value for this year is compared with the payment for the last

two years. The final result is that payments in lowland

England are £15.07 per hectare more than last year and 

£48.91 more than in 2015. SDA and Moorland payments are 

up by £14.54 and £6.81 per hectare respectively on last year.

Payments should be expected to be received from early

December.

WHEAT  
BULB FLY
FoRecasT sPRing 2018

NRoSO  
Workshops  

Winter 2017/18

As this is the last newsletter of 2017  

may we take this opportunity to wish you and your family a 

very happy Christmas and a happy, healthy, prosperous new year

BPS ENITITLEMENT VALUES 2017

Gross Payments - €/ ha Net BPS payments - £/ ha

 2017 
Standard

 2017 
Greening

 2017
Total

 2015  2016  2017

Lowland 180.46 77.69 258.15 £178.85 £212.69 £227.76

SDA
Non-
Moor

178.90 76.92 255.82 £177.57 £211.16 £225.70

Moorland 49.63 21.32 70.95 £46.92 £55.79 £62.60

Source: RPS * converted at €= £0.8947,

1.388419% Financial Discipline
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