
Preparations should be made for revised ‘Greening’ rules to 

be in place for harvest 2018. MEPs in the European Parliament 

narrowly voted through changes that are likely to come  

into force in January 2018. Probably the most significant  

will be that pesticides cannot be used on Nitrogen Fixing  

Crops (NFC) if they are being used to count as part of the  

5% Ecological Focus Area (EFA). In 2016 55% of EFA area  

was made up by leguminous crops. The ban on pesticide  

use also applies to fallow land and cover and catch crops  

counted as EFA. This will obviously cause problems where  

herbicides have been used on fallow land to reduce weed  

problems e.g. blackgrass. These changes derive from  

the ‘CAP Simplification’ process being driven by EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan.

Another change is setting the minimum duration of catch 

and cover crops at 8 weeks. At present, the catch crop 

option in England only requires the crop to be in place from 

31st August to 1st October. These changes are likely to be 

introduced in the UK for the 2018 scheme year, so catch 

and cover crops can still be planted on the existing timings 

this summer/autumn. EU legislators have yet to set out the 

detailed rules, especially on the closed period for pesticide 

use on NFCs, and the precise timing of the rule change is 

not certain. It is possible that it could be delayed until 2019. 

However, when planning your 2018 cropping it may be safer 

to assume the changes will apply from next year.

As harvest looms there are still some  

points to consider in preparation for 

next year’s cropping.

• Where grass or broad leaf 

weed control has been less than optimal and herbicide 

resistance is a suspected cause, now is the time to take 

seed samples for testing. Knowing what you are dealing 

with provides the opportunity to plan more effective 

control strategies. Typically blackgrass and ryegrass seed 

is ready for sampling in the 2nd-3rd week of July.  

This year the heat of June has advanced maturity and 

seeds are already falling from the seed heads. Your 

ProCam Agronomist will be able to provide details of  

the available tests and sample requirements.

• It has yet to be officially confirmed but blackgrass seed 

maturing in the warm, dry conditions in June this year 

should be expected to have a low dormancy. Assuming 

adequate soil moisture in early autumn, seed shed this 

year might be expected to germinate quickly giving the 

prospect for effective ‘stale seedbeds’ ahead of autumn 

planting. Blackgrass seed from previous years should 

have no dormancy issues. Shallower cultivations keeping 

seed closer to the surface may be an option to consider 

for this autumn.

• When contemplating stale seedbeds as part of a 

weed control strategy remember that it has to be a 

‘seedbed’. An element of consolidation is needed with 

the cultivation to ensure adequate seed/soil contact for 

optimum germination. Delaying drilling and allowing time 

for successive weed ‘flushes’ to be removed must also 

form part of the strategy to get the best out of  

stale seedbeds.

• Autumn weed control is very reliant on soil acting 

residual herbicides. These require fine, firm seedbeds to 

work at their best. The final target seedbed should be 

borne in mind from the start of the cultivation period.  

All cultivation passes should be planned to optimise final 

seedbed conditions both for crop establishment and 

effective herbicide performance.

JuLY JournaL
High temperatures in June have advanced crop 
maturity and brought the prospect of an early 
harvest. Proposed changes to EU Greening rules 
may require some adjustments to cropping plans for 
the 2017/18 harvest.
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Will Miller, ProCam’s Seeds and Traits Manager, outlines the 

Agronomy Solutions approach to variety selection.

ProCam have focused on selecting varieties where genetic 

traits can plug gaps in the crop protection portfolio and/

or allow more flexibility in product choice and application 

timing. Significant advancements in the technology being 

delivered by plant breeders, combined with improved yield 

potential, means uptake of these ‘Agronomy Solution’ variety 

traits is increasing in value every year.

Oilseed rape - autumn vigour

Despite the well documented 

problems with oilseed rape, 

especially in the east with 

establishment and cabbage 

stem flea beetle (CSFB) it still 

remains potentially the best performing break crop with key 

agronomic advantages.

As yet we have no reliable agrochemical options to mitigate 

the effects of CSFB. One option to limit the impact of the 

pest is to sow vigorous, rapidly establishing varieties into the 

best possible soil conditions. INV1010 is a variety that meets 

all the key priorities for today’s oilseed rape: very high gross 

output, top light leaf spot resistance, good stem canker 

resistance, very good autumn vigour combined with pod 

shatter resistance - all that is required in a hybrid oilseed rape.

Turnip yellows virus (TuYV) resistance

TuYV is one of the ‘hidden’ factors limiting oilseed rape 

yields. Symptoms can be hard to detect but yield losses 

of up to 30% have been found in control trials. The virus is 

spread by the peach-potato aphid, myzus persicae, which is 

resistant to pyrethroid insecticides. It requires accurate timing 

of alternative, relatively expensive insecticide options to 

restrict the spread of the virus. TuYV resistant varieties have 

previously been available but typically have suffered a yield 

depression compared with the top varieties. ARCHITECT 

is a new hybrid that offers TuYV resistance with high yield 

potential - 104% of control. A combination of good autumn 

vigour, a double 6 for phoma and light leaf spot resistance, 

early crop maturity and pod shatter resistance makes this a 

solid all-round hybrid option.

Clearfield

The Clearfield herbicide resistant varieties are a well proven 

option to get on top of yield-robbing weeds. A very effective 

choice to combat the problem of cruciferous weeds, 

the herbicides available also provide a wide spectrum of 

additional grass and broad leaf weed control. Reducing 

cruciferous weeds is also a key element in reducing the 

risk of exceeding erucic acid levels, an increasing issue with 

crop quality. Delaying herbicide applications can help ease 

workload around oilseed rape drilling time. Current Clearfield 

varieties are showing significant improvements in both yield 

and agronomic traits from the earlier introductions. PT240 

CL is a proven performer, with a short plant height and early 

maturity. DK IMPRESSARIO CL offers top yield performance, 

good all-round disease tolerance and pod shatter resistance.

Clubroot tolerant oilseed rape

Each year seems to bring more cases of oilseed rape crops 

infected with clubroot. Often found in wetter areas and where 

pH may be sub-optimal, severe infections can reduce yields 

by up to 50%. The current market leader Mentor can now be 

challenged by PT242 which offers improved yield potential 

and better stem canker resistance.

Hybrid winter barley

The advantage of hybrid winter 

barley over the conventional 2-row 

varieties is now well established. In 

141 trials over the last 6 years the 

hybrids have produced, on average, 

0.87 t/ha more yield. One of the key reasons for growing a 

hybrid variety is its ability to suppress grass weeds, especially 

blackgrass, acting as part of an integrated approach to 

reduce the impact of the weed across the rotation. Hybrid 

barley has been shown in trials to reduce blackgrass tiller 

numbers by 38% and seed return by 68% compared with 

conventional barley varieties.

Early maturity

An early harvest allows an early entry into oilseed rape 

allowing better opportunity to establish the crop and reduce 

the CSFB threat. One of the earliest maturing winter barley 

varieties is the hybrid FLETCHER which has proved itself 

on farm in recent years. Importantly FLETCHER has strong 

brackling resistance and a good specific weight.

New option for 2018

LIBRA is a new 

introduction for the  

2018 harvest. It offers all  

the benefits of hybrid  

barley but with a high  

specific weight on a par  

with the leading 2-row  

variety e.g. Cassia.  

In comparison with  

control varieties LIBRA  

has shown a high yield potential  

and over 2kg/hl higher specific weight, earlier maturity and  

shorter plant height than both Bazooka & Sunningdale.
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